
Constructing Meaning (The Message)

©1989, 1995 (rev. 2000) Betty M. Colonomos, Bilingual Mediation Center
For more information, contact: Bilingual Mediation Center, 9012A 51st Avenue, College Park, MD 20740-1935, e-mail: visitbmc.att.net, www.visitbmc.com

S
e

T
T

in
g

 
P

A
r

T
iC

iP
A

n
T

S
C

u
lT

u
r

e
S

 
l

A
n

g
u

A
g

e
S

ConTexT

ConTexT

Speaker’s ideas 
and Content

Personality

Style/genre

Speaker’s Feelings 
and Affect

 

Speaker’s
goal(s)

Cultures
Match to speaker’s 
cultures in norms, 
behaviors, expectations

languages
Similarities and/or 
differences between 
speaker and audience

Participants
relationship to the 
speaker (familar, peer, 
power differential)

Setting
Type: school, office, conference
location: rural, urban
Milieu: stressful, relaxed

Speaker’s Culture
Primary affliation and individual’s 
identification with other groups 

(e.g. ethnic or racial, gay/lesbian, 
religious, vocational, recreational,  

and other that may modify 
behaviors, norms and values

Speaker’s language
Community language plus individual’s 
form of language which is affected by 

age, gender, ethnic background, social 
class, geographic area, education, 
occupation, race, and other factors

Style/genre

Personality

Speaker’s ideas 
and ContentSpeaker’s Feelings 

and Affect


